
Syllabus for Economics 101 

Instructor: Bryan Weber 

Class Details:   

 

Type Time Days Where Date Range Schedule Type Instructors 

Class 
8:00 am - 

8:50 am 
MWF Andrews Hall 101 

Aug 26,2015 - 

Dec 04,2015 
Lecture Bryan S Weber 

 

Office Hours: Immediately after class, or by appointment. 

Email: bsweber@wm.edu 

Website: www.bryansweber.com 

Final Exam Time: Dec 11 Friday, First Period (9:00-12:00 noon) 

Office Hours: Morton 125, 9:00am-10am M/W/F  

 

Objectives: 

This course will be an introduction to basic microeconomic theory.  Ideally, after this course you will be 

able to do the following:   

 

1) Be accurate in the written use, meaning, and interpretation of microeconomic vocabulary. 

2) Be able to perform supply and demand analysis and welfare analysis, using any combination of words, 

graphs, and mathematics. 

3) Be able to perform marginal analysis using any combination of words, graphs, and mathematics. 

4) Understand the definition and general application of elasticity. 

5) Take the next class in the chain. 

 

Information on academic policies on participation by students with disabilities, accommodations for religious 

observances, academic conduct, complaints, grade appeals, and any other standing policies are available in the 

Economics Department Office,.  If you have any special needs or questions please contact me via email or after 

class. 

 

Requirements: 

Requirements are: time, reading/writing ability, knowledge of algebra and graph reading skills.  I 

recommend having successfully completed pre-algebra, though there are no explicit requirements.  Curiously, 

there is one section in Econ 101 (as well as later economics courses) in which knowledge of calculus appears to 

be a natural advantage, but again this is not a requirement, merely an observation.  In general, approximately 

6/hrs. per week are expected to be spent on this class, according to past departmental policy.  Actual results may 

vary. 

 

Textbook Notes: 

I strongly recommend students have a book to reference, notably Krugman & Wells Microeconomics. It 

is an important supplement for the class. I have listed the chapters (for the 3rd edition) so you may reference it 

directly, and so you are able to use another introductory textbook if you so choose. Students who are unable to 

afford the book for whatever reason ought to contact to me.  

 

Lesson Details: 

mailto:bsweber@uwm.edu
http://www.bryansweber.com/
https://www.wm.edu/offices/registrar/calendarsandexams/examschedules/fall15exam/index.php


My current plan is to assign 5 homework assignments on Blackboard.  They will be followed by an 

immediate review of the correct approach for key problems as well as the posting of the answers online, so I 

will not accept late assignments. Homework will be due the following week after it is assigned. You will be able 

to attempt the homework assignments a maximum of 3 times before the due date, and will be given the highest 

score of those attempts. I include one make-up assignment, which is intended exclusively to make up for a 

missed assignment or failing grade.  If any student has less than a 60% in the class, or missing an assignment, 

this make-up assignment is available upon request.  

 

Grading: 

75% of the grade will be 3 exams, weighted at 15%, 25%, 35%. If you miss an exam, it will be replaced 

by your final. Homework counts for 25% of the overall grade. These assignments are critical. Do not miss them 

if you can avoid it. In only 1/6 times I have taught this class (the first time), has a curve been needed. On the 

Blackboard website is a grade calculator for you, so you can approximate your progress in the class. I will give 

bonus points for participation in the online forum and for doing questions in the online workbook for a 

maximum of 3% additional credit at a rate equal to that shown in the grade calculator.   

 

Schedule: 

 The schedule is intended to guide and provide a general plan for the semester. My priority is to cover the 

material completely.  If my perception is that the material is (or is not) being understood at the anticipated pace, 

the schedule may be hastened (or slowed) in order to adapt for this. In either case you will be given at least a 

full week’s warning for assignments. 


